Timeline of Events
for

Lutheran Blind Mission

1920
Pastor E. J. Friedrich became acquainted with Mr. L. L. Watts, a Christian who had lost his sight in a construction accident.
1923 
At the LCMS convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Synod instructed the LCMS Board of Missions for the Deaf to initiate a program for work among blind people without delay.

1926 
Luther’s Small Catechism and the periodical The Lutheran Messenger were being produced in Braille.

1927 
On October 2, the board called the Rev. A. H. Kuntz as the first missionary to blind people.

1928 
The Lutheran Herald in Moon type (large, mostly modified and simplified Roman letters, with a few other very simple signs) which is now discontinued, and Der Bote, in German Braille were being produced.

1929 
The Life of Luther was produced in Braille.

1930 
Mr. Frederick Graepp, a student at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, was blinded in an accident. 

1934 
Braille magazines were mailed to about 1,800 addresses, to readers in almost every state and in many foreign countries.

1935 
The depression cut the funds and work in half.

 
A ladies aid group starts a fund for Braille books.
1939 
Dr. O. C. Schroeder was called as the next missionary to the deaf and blind.

 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind was established at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, with the help of Mr. Graepp.
1941 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind was moved to a parsonage in Chicago. 

1947 
Synod established a separate Board for Mission to the Blind, as envisioned by Mr. Graepp.
1950 
Rev. Walter Storm was appointed as executive secretary to Board for Blind Missions

1951 
The Braille and large-type magazine, Teen Time was started to connect with blind children at the residential state schools for the blind.


The Church Parent Program, also known as the Family Adoptive Program, was started.

1952 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind was moved to the Lutheran Building, 500 N. Broadway, St. Louis, and Mrs. M. Bruenig was engaged as librarian.


The Lutheran Library for the Blind added talking books to its collection.

1953 
The Braille Transcription Committee is organized to oversee all the work.

Mrs. Mabel Warnke was appointed as chairman of the newly-formed Braille Transcription Committee.


The first national conference of missionaries to the blind held at Messiah Church, St. Louis, MO (pastors of the congregations near state schools for the blind).
1956
The daily devotional Portals of Prayer was produced in Braille.

1959 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind was moved to Concordia Publishing House.  Mrs. Margaret Hoffman became librarian.


Synod’s Library for the Blind serves 7,000 readers of whom use talking books than Braille.”

1964 
With all mission boards unified under one board, the work was named LCMS Blind Missions. 


Thermoform duplicators were used to form raised, tactile pictures along with Braille. 

1966 
Rev. Ed Heinicke appointed to be chairman of the Braille Transcription Committee and editor of The Lutheran Messenger for the Blind.
1969 
The Lutheran Hymnal is made available in large type.

1972 
Audiocassettes were introduced and began to phase out talking books.

1980 
Large-print materials for visually-impaired people were introduced.

1983 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind was moved to the new synod building in Kirkwood, MO. ??

A recording studio was completed with a grant from LWML.

1984
Harvey Lauer, a blind layman, introduced the use of computers in making Braille.

1985 
Maureen Potts started work in the Lutheran Library for the Blind
1987 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Rynearson was called to be counselor for the blind.

The Lutheran Library for the Blind moved to Concordia Publishing House.

1990 
Rev. Dave Andrus, blind himself, became the editor of The Lutheran Messenger for the Blind.

A plate-embossing device  (PED) purchased with a LWML grant.
1992
Production of Braille magazines were shifted from a commercial printer to volunteers at work centers using zinc plates produced on the PED.
1994 
The Lutheran Blind Mission Society was established.
1996 
Lynne Borchelt started work with LCMS Blind Missions.
1996 
The name was changed to the Lutheran Mission with Blind and Visually-Impaired Persons.
1998 
Rev. Dave Andrus was called as counselor for the blind. 


Work on the Adult Braille Christian Reader, funded by LWML, was begun.

1999 
The first outreach center for the blind was opened in Pittsburgh by Bob Mates.


The Christian Blind Institute was established.

2002 
The Lutheran Library for the Blind moved to its present location.


LCMS Blind Missions becomes the mission project for Concordia Publishing House’s 2002 vacation Bible school curriculum.


Sara Kunkel started as LBM’s marketing director.

2003 
Lutheran Mission with Blind and Visually-Impaired Persons becomes independent.

With going independent the name is changed to Lutheran Blind Mission.
2004 
Rick Gieseke started as LBM’s first development director.

Carmy Colvin became LBM’s library coordinator.

2007
Nancy Crawford started as LBM’s library coordinator.

Lutheran Blind Mission is the mission project for Concordia Publishing House’s 2007 vacation Bible school curriculum.


Lisa Watts started as director of outreach centers.
